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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  3B 
SOCIAL  STUDIES  8:  MODULE  3 
SECTION  2  ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  50  marks  out  of  the  total  125  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  3.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the 
left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module  Booklet 
and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully  before 
submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a  computer  and  word-processing  application  for  many  assignment  questions. 
If  you  use  a  computer,  be  sure  to  attach  a  printed  copy  of  your  answers — after  you've 
proofread  them.  Include  your  name,  the  course  name,  the  module  number,  and  the 
assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  2  Assignment:  Japan  Faces  Foreign  Influences 


1.  Edo  and  Meiji  Japan  were  very  different  from  Renaissance  Europe,  yet  you've  seen 
some  "big  idea"  similarities  between  the  two. 
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a.  Use  two  examples  to  show  how  new  ideas  came  into  Edo  Japan  and  Renaissance 
Europe  through  contact  with  other  groups. 
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b.  Which  society — Edo  Japan  or  Renaissance  Europe — relied  more  on  contact  with 
outsiders  for  new  ideas?  In  your  answer,  explain  why  this  was  so. 


When  you've  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  111 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

In  the  questions  that  remain  in  this  Assignment  Booklet,  you'll  use  your  own  knowledge, 
the  information  you've  learned  in  Section  2  of  Module  3,  and  the  documents  presented 
here  to  draw  conclusions  about  the  foreign  policy  relationships  between  Japan  and  the 
United  States.  You'll  work  through  each  part,  step  by  step,  while  you  learn  more  about 
the  communication  between  the  United  States  and  Japan  when  the  United  States  wanted 
Japan  to  open  its  borders  for  trade  and  other  contact. 

2.  Summarize,  in  point  form,  the  six  main  events  that  occurred  between  Japan  and  the 
United  States  as  described  in  Our  Worldviews  pages  171-173. 
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3.   Describe  the  perspective  of  the  United  States  at  that  time  by  explaining  what 
Americans  wanted  Japan  to  do  in  regard  to  its  poHcies  on  trading.  List  three  ideas. 


4.  You're  about  to  read  a  copy  of  the  actual  letter  that  American  President  Fillmore  sent 
to  Emperor  Komei  of  Japan.  Here  it's  entitled  Letter  A.  President  Fillmore  wrote  and 
signed  this  letter  November  13, 1852.  He  had  Commodore  Perry  sail  across  the  Pacific 
and  deliver  the  letter  to  the  Japanese  leader. 

To  better  understand  the  letter,  you'll  need  to  know  all  of  the  vocabulary  used  in  it. 
And  you'll  have  to  get  used  to  the  19th-century  style  of  language.  Use  resources  such 
as  traditional  and  online  dictionaries  to  find  meanings  for  each  of  the  terms  listed 
below.  Be  sure  to  examine  Letter  A  as  well  so  you'll  see  exactly  how  the  words  were 
used  there.  The  terms  have  been  bolded  in  the  letter. 

Give  definitions  for  these  terms,  as  used  in  Letter  A. 

a.  commercial  intercourse 


b.  quicksilver 


c.  abrogate 


d.  provisions 
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Letter  A 

Letter  of  Millard  Fillmore,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Annerica,  to  His  Innperial  Majesty, 
the  Emperor  of  Japan.  November  13,  1852 

...  I  have  directed  Commodore  Perry  to  assure  your  imperial  majesty  that  I  entertain  the  kindest 
feelings  towards  your  majesty's  person  and  government,  and  that  I  have  no  other  object  in  sending  him  to 
Japan  but  to  propose  to  your  imperial  majesty  that  the  United  States  and  Japan  should  live  in  friendship 
and  have  commercial  intercourse  with  each  other. 

. . .  Our  steamships  can  go  from  California  to  Japan  in  eighteen  days.  Our  great  State  of  California 
produces  about  sixty  million  dollars  in  gold  every  year,  besides  silver,  quicksilver,  precious  stones,  and 
many  other  valuable  articles.  Japan  is  also  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  and  produces  many  very  valuable 
articles.  Your  imperial  majesty's  subjects  are  skilled  in  many  of  the  arts.  I  am  desirous  that  our  two 
countries  should  trade  with  each  other,  for  the  benefit  both  of  Japan  and  the  United  States. 

...  If  your  imperial  majesty  is  not  satisfied  that  it  would  be  safe  altogether  to  abrogate  the  ancient  laws 
which  forbid  foreign  trade,  they  might  be  suspended  for  five  or  ten  years,  so  as  to  try  the  experiment.  If  it 
does  not  prove  as  beneficial  as  was  hoped,  the  ancient  laws  can  be  restored. 

...  It  sometimes  happens,  in  stormy  weather,  that  one  of  our  ships  is  wrecked  on  your  imperial  majesty's 
shores.  In  all  such  cases  we  ask,  and  expect,  that  our  unfortunate  people  should  be  treated  with 
kindness,  and  that  their  property  should  be  protected,  till  we  can  send  a  vessel  and  bring  them  away.  We 
are  very  much  in  earnest  in  this. 

Commodore  Perry  is  also  directed  by  me  to  represent  to  your  imperial  majesty  that  we  understand  there 
is  a  great  abundance  of  coal  and  provisions  in  the  Empire  of  Japan.  Our  steamships,  in  crossing  the 
great  ocean,  burn  a  great  deal  of  coal,  and  it  is  not  convenient  to  bring  it  all  the  way  from  America.  We 
wish  that  our  steamships  and  other  vessels  should  be  allowed  to  stop  in  Japan  and  supply  themselves 
with  coal,  provisions,  and  water.  They  will  pay  for  them  in  money,  or  anything  else  your  imperial 
majesty's  subjects  may  prefer  

These  are  the  only  objects  for  which  I  have  sent  Commodore  Perry,  with  a  powerful  squadron,  to  pay 
a  visit  to  your  imperial  majesty's  renowned  city  of  Edo:  friendship,  commerce,  a  supply  of  coal  and 
provisions,  and  protection  for  our  shipwrecked  people  .... 

May  the  Almighty  have  your  imperial  majesty  in  His  great  and  holy  keeping! 

Your  good  friend, 

Millard  Fillmore. 


'  United  States  Senate,  33rd  Congress,  2nd.  Sess.  (1854-55):  Executive  Documents,  Vol.  6.,  9-11. 
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Now  read  Letter  A  again — more  thoroughly  this  time.  Look  up  the  meanings  of  any  other 
words  you  aren't  sure  of.  When  you've  finished,  answer  the  questions  that  follow. 

(^q\  5.  Following  is  a  chart.  In  the  column  on  the  left  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  proposals 

contained  in  President  Fillmore's  letter.  In  the  column  on  the  right,  list  two  impacts 
each  proposal  could  have  on  Japanese  society.  As  you  do  this,  consider  which  of  the 
following  aspects  of  society  might  be  affected: 

•  political  well-being — influence,  self-determination,  social  order 

•  economic  well-being — income  from  trade,  importing  of  new  goods,  effect  on 
standard  of  living,  creation  of  new  markets 


•  social  well-being — cultural  protection,  national  identity,  cultural  expansion, 
satisfaction  of  basic  needs 

A  friendly  relationship  between  Japanese 
and  Americans 

A  trading  relationship — free  commerce 
between  the  two  countries 

Help  for  shipwrecked  American  soldiers 

Supplies  of  coal  and  other  provisions  for 
American  ships 
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6.   Near  the  end  of  his  letter,  President  Fillmore  writes,  "May  the  Almighty  have  your 
imperial  majesty  in  His  great  and  holy  keeping!" 

a.   Based  on  what  you  know  about  the  attitudes  of  the  Japanese  people  toward 
Christianity  at  the  time,  suggest  how  the  Japanese  would  likely  have  reacted  to 
that  line  of  the  letter. 


b.  Why  do  you  think  President  Fillmore  probably  included  that  line? 


Now  it's  time  to  read  Letter  B,  the  formal  Japanese  response  to  President  Fillmore. 
To  begin,  give  the  definitions  of  the  following  terms  as  they're  used  in  the  letter.  As 
before,  the  words  have  been  bolded  in  the  letter  so  you  can  find  them  easily.  Read  the 
letter  to  the  degree  that  is  necessary  to  understand  how  the  words  have  been  used. 

a.  commencement 


b.  barter 
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Letter  B 

Japanese  Reply  to  President  Fillmore 

...  It  is  quite  impossible  to  give  satisfactory  answers  at  once  to  all  the  proposals  of  your 
government,  as  it  is  most  positively  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  our  imperial  ancestors;  but  for  us  to 
continue  attached  to  ancient  laws,  seems  to  misunderstand  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

. . .  However,  we  admit  the  urgency,  and  shall  entirely  comply  with  the  proposals  of  your 
government  concerning  coal,  wood,  water,  provisions,  and  the  saving  of  ships  and  their 
crews  in  distress.  After  being  informed  which  harbor  your  excellency  selects,  that  harbor 
shall  be  prepared,  which  preparation  it  is  estimated  will  take  about  five  years.  Meanwhile 
commencement  can  be  made  with  the  coal  at  [Nagasaki],  by . . .  (16th  of  February  1855). 

Finally,  anything  ships  may  be  in  want  of  that  can  be  furnished  from  the  production  of  this 
Empire  shall  be  supplied;  the  prices  of  merchandise  and  articles  of  barter  to  be  fixed  by 
Kurokawa  Kahei  and  Moriyama. 

Yenosuke. 

Moriyama  Yenosuke  [interpreter] 

Now  read  Letter  B,  the  Japanese  response  to  President  Fillmore's  letter,  more  thoroughly.  Pay  close 
attention,  and  look  up  other  words  you  aren't  sure  of.  When  you've  finished,  answer  the  questions  8  and  9. 


^  United  States  Senate,  33rd  Congress,  2nd.  Sess.  (1854-55):  Executive  Documents,  Vol.  6.,  137. 
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/q\  8.   In  point  form,  list  the  six  key  points  made  by  the  emperor  in  his  response  to 

President  Fillmore. 
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9.   a.   Did  you  find  the  Japanese  response  surprising?  Explain  why  or  why  not. 
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b.  Suggest  a  reason  why  the  Japanese  chose  to  respond  the  way  they  did. 
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10.  Now  read  Letter  C,  a  response  to  the  Japanese  by  Commodore  Perry. 

Just  as  you  did  before,  define  the  following  terms,  all  of  which  you'll  find  bolded  in 
Letter  C. 

a.  conviction 


(T)  b.  accede  to 


c.  incorporated 


^T)  d.  ports  of  resort 


(T^  e.  proximity 


(T^  f.    to  enjoin 
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Letter  C 

Letter  and  Response  of  Connnnodore  Perry 

United  States  Flag  Ship  Powhatan 
At  anchor  off  the  Town  of  Yokohama. 
Edo  Bay,  10  March  1854 

Your  Highness, 

In  reply  to  the  communication  of  your  highness,  which  was  brought  to  me  yesterday  by  Kurokawa 
Kahei,  and  the  chief  interpreter,  Moriyama  Yenosuke,  I  hasten  to  remark  that  it  has  given  me  the 
greatest  satisfaction  to  learn  from  its  contents,  that  the  imperial  government  of  Japan  has  at  last 
awakened  to  a  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  so  altering  its  policy  with  respect  to  foreign  nations, 
as  to  consent  to  an  interchange  of  friendly  intercourse  with  the  United  States. 

...  I  cheerfully  accede  to  those  of  the  propositions  of  your  highness  which  offer  to  guarantee 
kind  treatment  to  such  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  may  hereafter  visit  the  parts  of  Japan,  or  be 
wrecked  upon  its  coasts  with  protection,  and  suitable  hospitality  to  the  people  who  may  belong  to 
them. 

Also,  that  provisions  and  other  supplies  shall  be  furnished  to  them  and  payment  received  for  the 
same. 

Also,  that  American  steamers  shall  be  supplied  with  reasonable  quantities  of  coal,  and  at  fair  and 
equitable  prices. 

These  are  all  very  well  so  far  as  they  go,  and  can  be  incorporated  in  the  treaty  which  I  shall 
expect  to  make;  . . .  The  convenience  of  the  immense  and  growing  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  these  seas  will  require,  certainly,  as  many  ports  of  resort  in  Japan  as  are  specified  in 
the  treaty  with  China,  and  these  must  be  free  from  any  restrictions  not  recognized,  by  the  usages 
of  free  and  independent  nations. 

...  I  have  the  power  and  the  wish  to  meet  the  Imperial  commissioners  in  all  good  faith,  believing 
that  there  can  be  no  more  favorable  time  than  the  present  to  settle  all  the  questions  under 
consideration  in  such  manner  as  will  bring  about  a  good  understanding  between  two  nations, 
whose  geographical  positions,  lying  in  comparative  proximity,  would  seem  to  enjoin,  as  a 
measure  of  wise  foresight,  a  mutual  interchange  of  those  acts  of  kindness  and  good  will  which 
will  serve  to  cement  the  friendship  happily  commenced,  and  to  endure,  I  trust,  for  many  years. 

With  the  most  profound  respect 

(signed)  M.  C.  Perry 

Commander-in-chief  U.S.  Naval  Forces 
East  India,  China,  and  Japan  Seas 
And  Special  Ambassador  to  Japan. 


^  United  States  Senate,  33rd  Congress,  2nd.  Sess.  (1854-55):  Executive  Documents,  Vol.  6.,  138-139. 
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Now  carefully  reread  Letter  C,  Commodore  Perry's  response  to  the  Japanese.  Then 
answer  question  11. 
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11.  Basing  your  answer  on  the  letters  you've  been  reading  and  everything  else  you've 
learned,  describe  the  agreements  that  Japan  and  the  United  States  ultimately 
established  between  themselves.  Try  to  list  five  areas  included  in  the  agreement. 


When  youVe  completed  questions  2  through  11,  submit  this 
Assignment  Booklet  for  assessment.  Then  continue  where  you  left  off 
on  page  128  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 

The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student's  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor's  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a  home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENT'S  DECLARATION 

•  I  have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

•  I  have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

•  I  completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student's  Signature 


SUPERVISOR'S  DECLARATION 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by  

Student's  Name 

I  also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor's  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 
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